
REGULAR TOWN COUNCIL MEETING 

February 3
rd

, 2015 

John M. Thomason Library 

 

 

 

I. PRESENT:  Mayor Mary M. Huggins, Council Member Warren Coker and Council 

Member Levi Mims were present. 

 

II. PRESS PRESENT: There was no press present. 

 

III. PRIOR NOTICE:  Lake City News & Post was notified of the meeting, and a Notice 

of Meeting/Agenda was placed on the Town Hall door. 

 

IV. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Huggins called the meeting to order and welcomed all 

in attendance.  Mayor Huggins requested that anyone in attendance with questions or 

comments please sign up for public comment.  Prayer was led by Councilman Coker 

and the Mayor led the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

V. APPROVAL OF AGENDA:  Mayor Huggins requested a motion to accept the new 

agenda as presented.  Councilman Mims made a motion to approve the agenda as 

presented.  Councilman Coker made the second motion.  There were no objections to 

the vote. 

 

VI. APPROVAL of MINUTES for 1/6/2015:  The Mayor asked for a motion to approve 

the minutes from 1/6/2015.  Councilman Mims made the first motion to approve the 

minutes from the 1/6/2015 regular town council meeting.  Councilman Coker made 

the 2
nd

 motion to approve the minutes.  There were no objections to the vote.  

(Minutes approved at 6:32 p.m.) _____ (Clerk’s Initials)  _____ (Mayor’s Initials) 

 

VII. OLD BUSINESS:  Mayor Huggins stated that she would cover any old business 

under each department update. 

 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 

 

A. Mayor’s Financial Report 

 
TIME PERIOD 12/31/2014 1/31/2015 1/31/2014 

OPERATING 

CAPITAL 

$27,899.48 $27,715.75 $19,819.81 

TOWN 

RESERVE 

FUND 

$236,245.40 $232,793.70 $209,150.65 

TOTAL $264,144.88 $260,509.45 $228,970.46 

 

  



 

INCOME FOR DEC. 2014 EXPENSES FOR DEC. 2014 

$54,893.77 $57,445.83 

 

B. Water & Utilities Update: 

 

1. Mayor Huggins gave a report on the water & sewer cut-off list.  At the 

beginning of the month of January 2015, there were thirty customers on the 

cut-off list owing an approximate total of $6,000.00.  After payments made 

throughout the month, there were only eight customers on the cut-off list at 

the end of January 2014 owing approximately $3,500.00.    

 

2. Mayor Huggins reported that she received an okay from Florence County to 

purchase a new truck for the water and sewer department.  The truck is a 2008 

Ford F150 and will cost the town $3,000.00.   

 

3. Councilman Mims gave a report on water and sewer issues that have taken 

place over the month of January.  Councilman Mims reported that there had 

been no major problems throughout the month. 

 

C. Public Safety & Recreation Update:  

 

1. Mayor Pro-Tem Hyman was not present, so Mayor Huggins asked Rebecca 

Yates or Jackie Hardy of the recreation department to give a report.  Mr. 

Hardy reported all is going well with recreation.  The department had a good 

year last year, and participation seems to be picking up for the coming year.  

Ms. Yates has posted flyers around town with information for signing up for 

recreation activities.  Sign-ups for sports will be every Saturday in February at 

the ball field in Olanta.  Teams will be practicing during the sign-ups to 

encourage participation.  Mayor Huggins offered to post the flyer at the town 

and include all information on the town website as well.   

 

2. Chief Chamberlain reported that everything has been fairly quiet and reserved.  

There have been a few traffic collisions but with no harm done to any persons 

involved.   

 

3. Chief Chamberlain reported that the town recently purchased a 2014 Dodge 

Charger for the police department.  The car was purchased in Beaufort and 

was taken to Motorola to install all the necessary equipment, such as lights, 

siren, radio, and cameras.  Chief Chamberlain thanked Jason Springs for 

donating $13,000.00 towards the purchase of the new car.  Chief Chamberlain 

also thanked individuals who had given donations to the police department as 

those donations helped make the purchase of the new vehicle possible.  

 

4. Mayor Huggins gave a report on the status OES gym demolition.  The Town 

has received the asbestos survey and will now request bids for the demolition 



of the building.  Mayor Huggins has called Patrick Fletcher of Florence 

County Procurement to discuss any help that the county may be able to give 

the town with the demolition project.  Mayor Huggins has been asked by 

several citizens what will be done with the land that the OES gym was on 

once demolition is complete.  The Mayor stated that she did not know the 

answer to that at this time, but she was open to ideas and suggestions.   

 

D. Grants, Events & Economic Development: 

 

1. The Mayor gave a report on the progress of the new town hall project.  Mayor 

Huggins reported that she met with the architect, Scott Collins, and the new 

town hall project is moving in the right direction.  The architect is ready to put 

together a package with the county to put out bids for the demolition and 

construction of the new town hall.  Mayor Huggins requested that if anyone 

knows of a contractor that they would recommend to receive a bid package to 

please let her know.  The budget for the project is $130,000.00, and the town 

would like to use a local contractor if possible as they may be more sensitive 

to the needs of a small town.   

 

2. Mayor Huggins requested approval from council that the town and economic 

development committee pursue a grant from the Bruce & Lee Foundation to 

add a museum in the new town hall.  The museum was originally included in 

the plans for the new town hall, but there are not enough funds at this time to 

include it in the demolition and construction.  Mayor Huggins requested a 

motion to pursue the grant from the Bruce & Lee foundation.  Councilman 

Mims made a first motion to pursue the grant, and Councilman Coker made a 

second motion.  The vote to pursue the grant was unanimous.  The architect 

expects the addition of the museum to cost around $40,000.00.  Mayor 

Huggins hopes that the Bruce & Lee Foundation will see the town’s positive 

efforts in refurbishing the new town hall and will want to assist in the efforts.   

 

3. Mayor Huggins gave a report on the progress of the SC Rural Infrastructure 

Authority grant for new sewer pumps on Avondale Drive and South Powell 

Road.  Hanna Engineering is currently working with SC DHEC to obtain 

permits, and the project should be able to begin as soon as the necessary 

permits are obtained.   

 

4. Mayor Huggins reported on the progress of the CDBG grant for a new well 

and water treatment plant on Hwy. 301.  At this time, the town is looking at a 

parcel of land on Hwy. 301 going out of Olanta.  The US Army Corps of 

Engineers must complete an environmental review before the land can be 

acquired.  Typically, this process can take six to nine months to complete.   

 

5. Mayor Huggins gave a report on the water line expansion project, which 

would service the fire station, Hood Street, McKenzie Road, Butler Scurry 

Road, and a portion of Central Road.  These projects will be funded by the 



penny sales tax money and Florence County is in charge of taking care of all 

the paperwork for the projects.  Hanna Engineering has taken care of the 

preliminary designs and are preparing to call in the utility design locates and 

start the survey and drafting process over the next few weeks.  Hanna 

Engineering is working with Florence County on a timeline for these projects.   

 

6. Mayor Huggins reported that there will be an article in the newspaper in 

March regarding projects that have been done in the past year and upcoming 

projects. 

 

E. Ordinances & Technology Update: 

 

1. Councilman Welch was not present to give a report.   

 

2. Mayor Huggins requested that the March council meeting date be changed 

from March 3
rd

, 2015 to March 10
th

, 2015 as she and Mayor Pro-Tem Jack 

Hyman will be out of town on March 3
rd

.  The regular town council meeting 

will be held on March 10
th

 at 6:30 p.m. at the John M. Thomason Library. 

 

3. Mayor Huggins reported that she has a map of the number of houses and 

locations of where the water line extension project will affect.  Mayor 

Huggins passed out copies of the map to council members.   

 

 

F. Public Comment 

 

1. Joseph Kennedy, Library Branch Manager, signed up for public comment.  

Mr. Kennedy informed those in attendance of the upcoming programs at the 

library: 

 

a. The library will offer tax preparation classes this year for citizens who 

have a 1040A or 1040B to file.  This service will be provided by a SC 

THRIVE representative.  The library has worked with this organization for 

four years, and the organization is quite reputable.  The library requests 

that citizens call and register if they would like to participate in this class. 

 

b. Valentine Craft Day – February 8
th

 – This class is for all ages. 

c. Mini Scrapbook or Journal Craft Day – This class will teach those in 

attendance how to make a scrapbook or journal out of an old book.   

 

d. Mayor Huggins asked that council think about ways to get citizens that 

will be affected by the water line expansion project to sign up for water 

service.  Councilman Coker expressed his concern and desire for the water 

line expansion to hook into Barrineau’s system.  Mayor Huggins stated 

that Hanna Engineering is already looking into that.   

 



G. Adjourn:  Mayor Huggins requested a motion to adjourn.  Councilman Mims 

made a motion to adjourn followed by a second motion by Councilman Coker.  

The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 

 


